
Sermon Date: Sunday, September 29 

 
 
Today, we're continuing our sermon series called "Desperate for God to Move," exploring how people in 
Scripture sought God in difficult situations. Today's topic gets deeply personal as we address the painful 
experience of betrayal. Betrayal, especially from those closest to us, can be devastating and paralyzing. Many 
have experienced this within their own families, where trust was shattered. As we examine the story of King 
David and his betrayal by his son Absalom, we aim to move toward healing in the face of such deep hurt. 
 
Key Passage: 2 Samuel 13-19 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Why does betrayal cut so deeply, especially from within a family, as seen in David's story? 
 

Betrayal cuts deeply because it violates trust and safety, particularly in close relationships like family. In 
David's case, betrayal from his son Absalom was devastating because family members are expected to 
protect and support each other. When those expectations are broken, the emotional damage is 
intensified. 

 
2. What role does brokenness play in the cycle of sin within David's family? 

 
Brokenness perpetuates more brokenness. David's moral failures, including his adultery and murder, 
set a precedent for his children, leading to Amnon's assault of Tamar and Absalom's murder of Amnon. 
This generational sin escalated family dysfunction, showing how unresolved sin can spread destruction. 

 
3. In what ways did Absalom's pride contribute to his betrayal of David? How does this reflect a broader 

principle about pride and betrayal? 
 

Absalom's pride led him to believe he could rule better than his father, undermining David's leadership 
by covertly gaining support. Pride often fuels betrayal because it blinds individuals to their own flaws 
and convinces them they deserve power or recognition that belongs to someone else. 

 
4. What can we learn from David's response to betrayal, particularly in his treatment of Absalom and 

others who betrayed him? 
 

David's response demonstrates mercy and restraint, even in the face of deep personal hurt. He orders 
his men to deal gently with Absalom. He later grieves his death, showing that forgiveness and grief can 
coexist in response to betrayal. This reflects a Christ-like attitude of compassion toward our enemies. 
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5. What lessons about leadership and humility can we draw from the contrast between David and 
Absalom? 
 
Even in his flawed leadership, David's humility contrasts sharply with Absalom's arrogance. While 
Absalom sought to seize power through manipulation, David remained focused on justice and mercy, 
even in moments of personal betrayal. This teaches that true leadership requires humility and a heart 
for the well-being of others. 

 
6. How does the theme of forgiveness appear in the story of David and Absalom? How does it challenge 

common reactions to betrayal? 
 

David's willingness to forgive Absalom is a radical example of forgiveness despite the pain he caused. 
Instead of seeking vengeance, David grieves for his son and even shows mercy to Absalom's followers. 
This challenges the human instinct for revenge and calls believers to extend grace in the face of 
betrayal. 

 
7. What role does pride play in our own experiences of betrayal, and how can we guard against it in our 

relationships? 
 

Pride often leads us to believe we deserve more recognition or control, similar to Absalom's mindset. 
To guard against this, we must practice humility, seeking to serve others rather than elevate ourselves. 
Recognizing our flaws and relying on God's guidance can prevent pride from damaging relationships. 

 
8. How does David's grief over Absalom's death demonstrate the complexity of relationships, especially 

when betrayal is involved? 
 

David's grief shows that betrayal does not erase love or the bond of family. Though Absalom betrayed 
him, David still loved his son and mourned his death deeply. This complexity highlights the tension 
between justice and compassion that often exists in broken relationships. 

 
9. What practical steps can we take to break cycles of brokenness in our families, as David failed to do 

with his children? 
 

To break cycles of brokenness, we need to address sin and dysfunction head-on through repentance, 
forgiveness, and seeking God's help. Open communication, counseling, and a commitment to living 
according to biblical principles can help heal wounds and prevent perpetuating destructive patterns. 

 
10. What about this study has challenged you most? What's your biggest takeaway? 


