Sermon Date: Sunday, June 2

Today, we begin a new series in the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5-7, called The Best Summer Ever. These
three chapters are commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus delivers some of his most
profound teachings. Beginning with the Beatitudes, Jesus presents a radical redefinition of blessedness,
challenging conventional ideas of success and happiness. Each beatitude offers a counter-cultural perspective,
emphasizing humility, mercy, and righteousness as central markers of spiritual blessing, and through the
imagery of salt and light, Jesus illustrates the transformative influence we’re called to have in the world.

Key Passage: Matthew 5:1-14
Discussion Questions:

1. How do the Beatitudes (verses 3-12) redefine our concept of "blessedness"? What implications does
this have for our understanding of success and happiness?

The Beatitudes redefine "blessedness" by emphasizing spiritual and moral qualities over material
wealth, power, and social status, typically associated with success and happiness. Instead of equating
blessedness with external achievements, the Beatitudes highlight virtues like spiritual need, mourning,
meekness, a hunger for righteousness, mercy, purity, peacemaking, and enduring persecution for
righteousness. This radical redefinition implies that true success and happiness are found in a deep
relationship with God and embodying His values, leading to inner fulfillment and eternal rewards
rather than temporary worldly gains.

2. What does it mean to be "poor in spirit" (verse 3)? How can this attitude be seen as a path to inheriting
the kingdom of heaven?

To be "poor in spirit" means recognizing one's spiritual insufficiency and deep need for God's grace,
acknowledging that we cannot attain spiritual fulfillment through personal effort or merit. This attitude
reflects humility and a contrite heart, which opens the individual to rely entirely on God’s provision and
mercy. By acknowledging their spiritual poverty, individuals position themselves to receive God's
blessings and guidance, thereby becoming true recipients of the kingdom of heaven.

3. Inverse 4, why are those who mourn considered blessed, and what kind of comfort is being referred to
here? How does this contrast with typical responses to grief and suffering?

Those who mourn are considered blessed because their sorrow, particularly over sin and the
brokenness of the world, leads them to a deeper reliance on God, who offers true comfort and
consolation. This comfort refers to the divine assurance of God's presence, the promise of eventual
relief and restoration, and the hope of eternal joy in the kingdom of heaven. This contrasts with typical
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responses to grief and suffering, which often focus on avoiding pain and seeking immediate, temporary
relief through distractions or material comforts. Instead, this Beatitude promises a profound, lasting
comfort from a close relationship with God and the hope of His ultimate redemption.

Verse 5 states that the meek will inherit the earth. How can meekness, often perceived as weakness,
be viewed as a strength in the context of Jesus' teachings?

Meekness is a strength because it embodies humility, gentleness, and self-control, which align with
Jesus' teachings on true power and leadership. Contrary to the perception of meekness as weakness,
Jesus highlights it as a powerful virtue that reflects inner strength and a reliance on God's sovereignty
rather than one's own force or aggression. Meek individuals do not seek to dominate others but
instead exhibit patience, kindness, and trust in God's justice. In the context of Jesus' teachings, such
gualities enable them to foster peace and harmony, making them truly capable of stewarding the
earth. This counters the worldly view that associates strength with assertiveness and domination,
redefining it as a character rooted in humility and grace.

How can we cultivate a hunger and thirst for righteousness (verse 6) in our daily lives? What does it
mean to be "filled" in this context?

To cultivate a hunger and thirst for righteousness daily, we can actively seek a deeper relationship with
God through prayer, studying Scripture, and living obedient to His teachings. This involves prioritizing
integrity, justice, and compassion in our interactions and decisions, striving to reflect God's character in
all aspects of life. Being "filled" in this context means experiencing a profound sense of satisfaction and
fulfillment that comes from living in alignment with God's will and purposes. It signifies the deep
contentment and joy that arise when our desire for righteousness is met by God's presence, guidance,
and the transformation that He brings to our lives.

In verse 7, Jesus says the merciful will obtain mercy. How does this principle of reciprocity play out in
personal relationships?

The principle that the merciful will obtain mercy highlights a reciprocal dynamic that influences
personal relationships. Showing mercy—expressed through forgiveness, compassion, and
understanding—tends to foster a similar response from others, creating a cycle of kindness and mutual
support. This can strengthen bonds, resolve conflicts, and build trust.

What does it mean to be "pure in heart" (verse 8), and how can this purity enable us to "see God"?
How might this concept challenge us to reflect on our inner motives and desires?

To be "pure in heart" means to possess a heart free from deceit, selfish motives, and sinful desires
characterized by sincerity, integrity, and a genuine love for God and others. This purity enables us to
"see God" by fostering a clear, unimpeded relationship with Him, allowing us to experience His
presence, understand His will, and perceive His work in our lives and the world. This concept
challenges us to reflect deeply on our inner motives and desires, urging us to examine and purify our
hearts from anything that distracts or detracts from wholehearted devotion to God. It calls us to strive
for inner holiness and authenticity, knowing that a pure heart aligns us more closely with God's nature
and opens our spiritual eyes to His reality.

Verse 9 calls peacemakers the children of God. How does being a peacemaker relate to one's identity
as a child of God? What are some practical ways we can act as peacemakers at home, work, etc.?
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Being a peacemaker relates to one's identity as a child of God because it reflects the character of God,
the ultimate source of peace and reconciliation. As His children, we are called to emulate His nature by
actively seeking to reconcile conflicts, promote harmony, and cultivate understanding in our
relationships and communities. Practical ways to act as peacemakers include practicing empathy and
active listening to understand others' perspectives, offering forgiveness and seeking reconciliation in
conflicts, fostering open communication and cooperation, and advocating for justice and reconciliation
in situations of division or oppression. At home, this could involve resolving disputes peacefully and
fostering a culture of respect and understanding. It might entail mediating conflicts, promoting
collaboration, and advocating for fair practices at work. Being a peacemaker in all areas of life involves
embodying love, humility, and a commitment to building bridges rather than walls, reflecting our
identity as children of God and agents of His peace.

In verses 10-12, Jesus talks about being persecuted for righteousness' sake. How should we understand
and respond to persecution or opposition when it comes as a result of living out our faith?

Jesus acknowledges that persecution for righteousness' sake is a reality for those who faithfully follow
Him. When we face opposition or persecution for living out our faith, it's essential to understand it as a
natural consequence of aligning ourselves with Christ and His teachings. Rather than being discouraged
or retaliating, we should respond with perseverance, courage, and love, trusting in God's sovereignty
and the promise of His kingdom. This may involve maintaining steadfast faith, remaining committed to
our convictions, and responding to persecution with grace, forgiveness, and humility. Additionally, we
can find strength and support in community, prayer, and the assurance that our suffering is not in vain
but is ultimately rewarded in God's eternal kingdom.

Verses 13-14 refer to salt and light. How do these images help us understand our role and influence as
followers of Jesus? How can we ensure we are effective "salt" and "light" in the world?

The images of salt and light illustrate the role and influence of followers of Jesus in the world. Salt, with
its preserving and flavor-enhancing properties, symbolizes believers' transformative impact on their
surroundings by preserving integrity, promoting righteousness, and bringing out the best in others.
Similarly, light represents the illuminating presence of Christ within believers, shining forth through
their actions, words, and attitudes to dispel darkness, reveal truth, and guide others toward God. To
ensure we are effective "salt" and "light" in the world, we must cultivate a vibrant relationship with
Christ through prayer, study of Scripture, and reliance on the Holy Spirit. This enables us to live lives
characterized by love, compassion, and humility, consistently reflecting Christ's character and
teachings in all areas of our lives. Additionally, we should actively engage with the world around us,
seeking opportunities to serve others, share the gospel, and advocate for justice and righteousness,
fulfilling our calling to be agents of God's kingdom and ambassadors of His grace and truth.



