UNIT 21 | SESSION 1

PEOPLE REJECTED JESUS

LUKE 4

KEY PASSAGE:

Hebrews 11:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

How can we be saved? We are only saved through faith in Jesus.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

Jesus read Isaiah’s words and announced that He is the promised Messiah.
The people of Nazareth rejected Jesus because of their unbelief. God invites
us to trust in His Son, Jesus. Jesus came into the world to rescue sinners.
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Some have described the journey of
walking with Jesus as one of highs and
lows, mountain tops and valleys. Even as a
believer, there are good days and bad days.
There are times when remaining faithful
comes easy. There are days when doors open
for sharing the gospel and other days when a
door is slammed shut.

Two truths remain in every moment of
every day for the believer: God remains
faithful, and Jesus has been there.

In the highs and the lows, God is faithful.
He is present and active in all circumstances.
He is involved and working out His plans in
all things. There is not a moment of past,
present, or future that God is not intricately
involved in. And in addition to this, He is
working for our good and His glory in all
things. He has promised to not leave or
forsake those who trust in Him.

The believer can also find great hope in
knowing that when we are tempted, rejected,
or discouraged, Jesus Himself has been
there. In Luke 4, we find Jesus experiencing
the high of widescale praise and affirmation
at His teaching followed immediately by a
gut-wrenching dismissal by those in His own
hometown.

After Jesus taught in the synagogues of
Galilee, news of His teaching spread and
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people gathered to hear from Him. They
praised Him as He read from the Scriptures.
But the response He found upon entering
Nazareth was quite different.

Jesus stood up to read from the scroll of
Isaiah and teach how the Scriptures pointed
to Himself. Rather than being received with
praise, He was questioned. Though they were
amazed at the power of Jesus’ words, they
doubted that Jesus—the son of Joseph who
had grown up among them—could be the
Savior of the world. They became even more
enraged by His claims as Jesus confronted
their unbelief with His unwillingness to
perform signs, and His desire to take the

good news to all people.
Jesus’ next stop?
Capernaum to share the
same message.

Some people will
accept Jesus, but
many will reject Him.
Regardless of how
people respond to the
gospel, believers can
find encouragement in
knowing Jesus remains
faithful to His purpose

PLACES TO KNOW

Nazareth: a small
village located in
lower Galilee about
halfway between the
Sea of Galilee and the
Mediterranean Sea.
This hometown of
Jesus did not have a
good reputation. (John
1:46)

and plan. In our highs and in our lows, we
can find comfort in the Lord’s presence

with us.
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WELCOME

) WELCOME Kids

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

| say

@ ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

What does it mean to reject something? Why is facing rejection from others hurtful?

Invite kids to complete “What to Reject?” on the activity page.

SAY | Sometimes there are things we should reject like loving something else more than God or
harmful beliefs that go against God’s Word. But not everything is to be rejected. In today’s Bible
story, we will learn about a time people rejected Jesus.

@ SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)
\Ol

I:l OPTION 1: OUTSIDE THE CIRCLE =’

PRE®
Invite kids to form a large circle in the
center of the room. Lead kids to link arms
and face outward. Choose a volunteer to
be outside the circle. Direct the volunteer
to try to get inside the center of the circle.
Instruct the kids forming the circle to move
closer together or lower their arms to block
the volunteer from getting in the circle. Play
several rounds allowing others to try to get
in the circle.

SAY How did it feel when others tried

to keep you outside the circle? [Allow
responses.] Rejection is hurtful and can make
us sad. We might be able to think of a time
we felt rejected by others and how it made us
feel. Jesus understands what it is like to be
rejected. In our Bible story, we will read how
people became angry with Jesus and forced
Him away.

[] OPTION 2: scroLL HUNT

Before the session, create four sections of
Luke 4:18-19 and write each section on a
sheet of paper. Tape straws to the ends of
each paper and roll them up to create
four scrolls.

Hide the scrolls around the room. Direct
kids to search for the scrolls. Once they
have all been found, lead the kids to put the
scrolls in order of the verses. Provide kids
with a Bible and tell them they can use
Luke 4:18-19 for help.

SAY God’s Word was originally written on
individual scrolls. In today’s Bible story, we
will learn about the time Jesus read from the
Isaiah scroll in a synagogue. Let’s see how
people reacted when Jesus explained that He
was the fulfillment of 1saiah’s prophecy.

Transition from WELCOME to LEARN @
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LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

I INTRODUCE the Bible Story

© INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the
session begins.

SAY [ Hello, everyone! My name is [your name], and | am excited to read our Bible story with
you! Raise your hand if you have ever read God’s Word and could understand how a person in a
Bible story might have felt. Sometimes people felt afraid, or sad, or even happy. Jesus knew what
it was like to feel all of these things too. Today, we will learn about a time Jesus was rejected by
people. Maybe you have felt rejection by others as well. We can be encouraged to know that Jesus
understands our hurts, and that He will never reject us when we come to Him by faith.

If you brought your Bible, take it out. [Distribute Bibles to kids who need one.] Let’s open our
Bibles to the book of Luke. [Guide kids to find Luke in their Bibles.] The Gospel of Luke is another
account of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

© BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY As we begin a new unit, we will learn a new big picture question. The big picture question
is, How can we be saved? When we ask this question we do not mean how can we be saved from

a bear, or from a burning building, or even saved from doing your homework. To be saved in the
spiritual sense means to be rescued from sin. We all sin, and our punishment for sin is death. God is
just and will punish sin. We can do nothing in our own efforts to be saved from sin.

But God is gracious and merciful! He has provided the way for us to be saved. The answer to our
big picture question is, We are only saved through faith in Jesus. We are not saved by going to
church, or being good, or trying to do more right things than wrong things. Only faith in Jesus will
save us from our sin.

© REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY | We have spent many weeks learning about the life of Jesus. We learned that Jesus was born,
baptized, tempted, and then called His 12 disciples. Jesus never sinned and came to live a perfect life
for us.

As Jesus began His public ministry, He taught people God’s Word and revealed more about who He
is. Today, we will learn that Jesus taught that He came to fulfill the prophet Isaiah’s words, but not
everyone accepted His testimony. Let’s read our Bible story to learn more.
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THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

I LEARN the Bible Story

© TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Luke 4. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “People Rejected Jesus.” Use the bold text
to retell or review the story.

PEOPLE REJECTED JESUS

Jesus went to the town of Nazareth where He had lived when He was a boy. He
traveled all around, teaching people about God. On the Sabbath day, Jesus went to
the synagogue in Nazareth. The synagogue was a special building where Jews met
together to pray, worship, and learn about the Scriptures.

Jesus stood up to read Scripture. He unrolled the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
and read: “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has chosen Me to tell good news
to the poor. He has sent Me to tell the captives that they are free, to tell the
blind that they can see, to free people who have been treated badly, and to
announce that the Lord’s favor is on us.” Then Jesus rolled up the scroll. He gave it
to the attendant and sat down.

Everyone in the synagogue stared at Jesus. Jesus said, “Today as you listened to
Me reading these words, they came true.”

The people said good things about Jesus, and they were amazed at Him. But
some of the people in Nazareth had known Jesus from His youth. “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?” they asked. They expected the Messiah to be someone else.

Jesus said, “No prophet is accepted in his hometown.” Jesus told the people
about times when God used prophets to help people who were not Jews. He
reminded them of Elijah and Elisha. When there was a terrible famine in Israel
and no rain fell there for three and a half years, plenty of widows in the country
needed help. But the prophet Elijah did not help the widows in Israel. Instead,
God sent Elijah to help a widow in another land.

And when Elisha was a prophet, many people in Israel had leprosy. They
wanted to be healed, but Elisha did not heal them. Instead, he healed a man
named Naaman (NAY muhn), and Naaman was from Syria—a country that hated
God’s people.

The people in the synagogue were angry. They forced Jesus out of town. They
wanted to throw Him off a cliff, but Jesus walked right through the crowd and
went on His way.

Christ Connection: Jesus read Isaiah’s words and announced that He is the
promised Messiah. The people of Nazareth rejected Jesus because of their unbelief.
God invites us to trust in His Son, Jesus. Jesus came into the world to rescue
sinners.
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STORYTELLING TIPS

Choose the emotion:
Provide kids with an
index card and ask
them to draw a smiley
face on one side and a
sad face on the other.
Direct kids to hold up
the side that best fits
how they would feel if
they were Jesus in the
moments of the Bible
story.

Use movement: Act out
the movements of Jesus
as you tell the story,
such as walking to the
synagogue, unrolling
the scroll, standing up
to read, rolling up the
scroll, etc.
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© REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY | Jesus is fully God, but He is also fully man. Living on earth was not easy for Him. Not
everyone wanted to hear His words or believe in Him. Even the people of His hometown did not
believe the words He spoke or that He was the Savior they needed.

Jesus shared good news with the people of His hometown. How did some of the people respond
when Jesus said the words of 1saiah had come true in Him? Look at Luke 4:22. [Choose a volunteer
to read Luke 4:22.] Some people were amazed and spoke well of Jesus. They were happy to hear the
news about freedom and miracles. But their hearts did not accept Jesus as their Savior.

Jesus knew the people did not believe in Him. What did Jesus say the people wanted? Look at
Luke 4:23. [Choose a volunteer to read Luke 4:23.] They wanted proof that Jesus really was the
Messiah. The people of Nazareth had known Jesus as a boy and demanded that He perform miracles
before they would believe.

Jesus reminded the people of Nazareth of how God’s people in the past did not believe either. He
spoke about how the prophets Elijah and Elisha had helped people who were not Jews because the
people of Israel had rejected the Lord. How did the people of Nazareth respond? Look at
Luke 4:28-29. [Choose a volunteer to read Luke 4:28-29.] The people became very angry. They even
tried to throw Jesus down a cliff!

The people of Nazareth rejected Jesus because they did not believe He is the Messiah. When we
read God’s Word and the truth about Jesus, we can either receive Him by faith or reject Him. We are
only saved through faith in Jesus.

© CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY Jesus read Isaiah’s words and announced that He is the promised Messiah. The people of
Nazareth rejected Jesus because of their unbelief. God invites us to trust in His Son, Jesus. Jesus
came into the world to rescue sinners.

(Tip: Use Scripture and the Gospel Plan Poster to explain how to become a Christian. Make
sure kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

@ QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 21, Session 1” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:
1. What should you do when your friends or other people reject you?

2. Why can you always trust Jesus when you feel rejected?

© MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes)

SAY (| Animportant man in the history of mission work is George Liele (LIGH uhl). He was a freed
slave who trusted Jesus as his Savior and Lord at the age of 23 in the year 1773. In 1782, he and
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his family left the United States on a ship and went to Jamaica. George Liele told people in Jamaica
about Jesus. Sailing to another place was most likely challenging for George and his family. But
George trusted God would take care of him and his family. George was obedient to tell others about
Jesus even when he experienced some difficult times in Jamaica.

Show the missions video. Then explain that George Liele was the first ordained African
Baptist preacher in America and first missionary from America to another country. Tell the
kids that George Liele’s life provides us with an example of obedient faithfulness to share the
gospel with those who do not know Jesus. Explain that George started a church in Jamaica
and hundreds of people believed in Jesus as their Savior. Share that 30 years later, there were
20,000 believers in Jamaica.

Pray, thanking God for people like George Liele, who faithfully served God by telling people
in Jamaica about Jesus. Pray that many more people will follow God’s call to teach all nations
about Jesus.

O KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Hebrews 11:6 together.
SAY ' | When we believe in Jesus, we do so by faith. This means that even though we don’t see God

or His Son, Jesus, our hope is firmly placed in Him. We confidently trust that only Jesus can save us
from our sin.

Write words from the key passage on 10 scraps of paper and tape the paper to 10 inflated
balloons. Scatter the balloons on the ground and direct the kids to line up the balloons in the
correct order of the key passage. Invite kids to read the key passage aloud once the balloons
are lined up correctly.

Lead kids to sing “Without Faith (Hebrews 11:6).” You may also choose to sing a worship
song of your choice.

@ PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY Dear God, You love us so much that You sent Your Son, Jesus, to save us from our sins. We
ask that You will help us share the good news of Jesus with others. Open people’s hearts to accept
Jesus by faith. Amen.

Transition from LEARN to LOVE @9
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