UNIT 2 | SESSION 3

GOD SPARED NOAH

GENESIS 6-10

KEY PASSAGE:

Romans 3:23

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against
God and His commands.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

God rescued Noah and his family from the flood. The story of Noah points
ahead to a greater rescue. God’s Son, Jesus—the only perfectly righteous
One—came to take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in Him, we are
saved from the punishment our sin deserves.
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LEADER Bible Study

The Bible is full of promises. As early as
the first few chapters of Genesis, we begin to
see God make, and even fulfill, His promises:
promises for punishment and for blessing,
for death and for life, for separation and for
salvation. In Noah’s journey to build an ark,
survive the flood, and begin to repopulate the
earth, we find multiple reminders that the
Lord is faithful to fulfill His promises.

When God destroyed the entire population
of the earth except for Noah and his family,
we are reminded that God keeps His promise
to preserve a remnant of His people always.
When Noah sent a dove to find dry land
and it returned with an olive leaf, we are
reminded of God’s promise to show His
people the way at just the right time. And
when God painted His bow in the sky, we
are reminded of God’s promise that He will
always keep His Word.

In a world filled with fake news and false
prophets, we are often skeptical of the
stories and promises that we hear and read
about. When it comes to the promises and
claims of the world, we should be discerning.
But when it comes to the promises of God,
we should be trusting.

As you survey Genesis 6-10, may it stir a
great reminder in your heart and mind that
God is always faithful and true. God is no liar,

and He will not turn back from His word. May
these chapters of Genesis also give you hope
that though everything around you may fail,
God’s Word never will.

God is a God of great and magnificent
promises. And every single one of them we
can trust completely. When in doubt of this
truth, look to the cross of Christ and His
empty grave.

As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:20, “every
one of God’s promises is ‘Yes’ in [Jesus].”

God will fulfill His promises. This week,
pray that God would stir in you many
reminders of how He keeps His word.

TERMS TO KNOW

Favor: Undeserved
blessing given by a
powerful being to one
who is less powerful.
Noah did not earn his
salvation, but his life
did demonstrate that
he possessed saving
faith (Heb. 11:7).



WELCOME

) WELCOME Kids

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

SAY Have you ever had a day that started out so rotten you wished you could just climb back in
bed and start over? [Allow kids to respond.] Sometimes there isn’t anything we can do to change
what is happening, but you can go to sleep at night and have a fresh start the next day. Today, we
are going to hear about a time God gave the world a fresh start.

@ ACTIVITY PAGE

Invite kids to complete “Something Greater” on the activity page. Kids will use the keypad

coordinates to decode each word.

SAY ' When you listen to today’s Bible story, see if you notice some of these key words. They help

tell an important story about a great flood.

@ SESSION STARTER

Ol

MOPTION 1: ON THE BOAT EE)

PRES
Before the session, use masking tape to
create a square on the floor just big enough
for your group to stand inside.

Explain that the area in front of the
square is the main deck, to the right is the
upper, to the left is the middle, and to the
back is the lower deck. Consider writing the
names of the decks on paper and display
the signs on the corresponding sides.

When you call the name of a deck,
everyone must quickly move to that deck.
The goal is to not be the last one on the
deck that is called. If you call “all aboard,”
everyone must step inside the tape square.
Call “all aboard” several times throughout
the game. Play as time allows.

SAY  Today’s Bible story is about Noah and
the ark. The ark Noah and his sons built was
very large, but after months on board with
their family and all the animals, do you think
they ever felt crowded?

(CJ OPTION 2: wiLL IT FLOAT?

Position a large tub of water on a towel.
Display a dozen or so objects. Let kids
choose one object to test first. Ask kids to
give a thumbs-up if they think the object
will float and a thumbs-down if they think it
will sink.

Put the item in the water. Repeat with
remaining items. If you have a toy boat, test
it last. Did kids guess correctly? Were any
of the results surprising?

SAY Imagine the type of boat you would
need to keep a family and all kinds of animals
afloat. Today, we will hear about God’s
instructions to a man named Noah. He told
Noah to build a large boat—an ark. We'll hear
what happened next.

Transition from WELCOME to LEARN @



LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

I LEARN the Bible Story

© TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Genesis 6-10. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell
the story, or show the Bible story video “God Spared Noah.” Use the bolded
text to retell or review the story.

GOD SPARED NOAH

Adam and Eve had many children and grandchildren. Their grandchildren STORYTELLING TIPS
had children and grandchildren, and people began to fill the earth. God looked at Role play the story:
all the people on earth and saw that they were choosing to sin more and more. Wear Bible times clothes
Every person’s thoughts were evil, and God was sad that He made people. God and tell the story from

. th tive of Noah.
decided to send a flood to destroy all the creatures on the earth. € perspective of Noa

. Use sound effects: Play
But God showed favor to a man named Noah. Noah was a righteous man; he sound effects of rain,

followed God. God warned Noah about the flood. He told Noah to make an ark to water, and animal noises

save himself, his family, and all kinds of animals. corresponding to the
story as you tell it.

God told Noah exactly how to make the ark, and He said that He would make an
agreement—or covenant—with Noah and his family. Noah did everything God
commanded. When the ark was finished, Noah went inside with his family and the
animals, and God shut the door.

The rain started and water rose from the ground. Now the ark floated on
top of the water. The water rose higher and higher until all of the mountains were
covered. Everyone inside the ark was safe.

Finally, after 40 days and 40 nights, the rain stopped and the water started to
go down. Noah waited inside the ark until the ground was dry. Then God told Noah
to bring all the people and animals out of the ark. So Noah did. Noah built an
altar and gave an offering to the Lord. God promised to never completely flood
the earth again.

God told Noah and his family to spread out over the earth and fill it with
people. God placed a rainbow in the sky as a special sign of the covenant He
made with Noah. Every time Noah and his family saw the rainbow, they would know
God remembered the promise He had made with all the living creatures on earth.

Christ Connection: God rescued Noah and his family from the flood. The story of
Noah points ahead to a greater rescue. God’s Son, Jesus—the only perfectly righteous
One—came to take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in Him, we are saved from
the punishment our sin deserves.




Small Group Discussion/Questions

@ REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY (' The story of Noah is well known, but as you see it is not primarily about animals going on a
boat. This is a story about a time God judged the world and showed grace to Noah.

People were constantly choosing to turn away from God. God had created people to be in a close
relationship with Him, but sin was ruining everything. How did God feel about sending His judgment
on the world? Look at Genesis 6:6. [Choose a volunteer to read aloud Gen. 6:6.] God was deeply
grieved. He wasn’t just angry; He was heartbroken.

God loves people, and He loved them too much to allow them to continue in their sin. So He
decided to send a flood as judgment for sin, and He graciously chose to rescue Noah. Noah obeyed
God by faith and built an ark. After Noah, his family, and the animals were on the ark, what did God
do for them? Look at Genesis 7:16. [Choose a volunteer to read aloud Gen. 7:16.] God shut the door.
The world was covered with water, but God kept Noah and everyone on the ark safe.

God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust in Him. We saw God’s judgment of Adam,
Eve, the serpent, and creation in Genesis 3. God judged Cain for murdering his brother in Genesis 4.
Genesis 5 gives a list of people who lived from Adam and Noah, and each person died as a result of
God’s judgment. Genesis 6-9 shows God’s judgment poured out to wipe away people’s wickedness.
But all along, we also saw God providing grace.

When Noah finally came off the ark, what was the first thing he did? Look at Genesis 8:20.
[Choose a volunteer to read aloud Gen. 8:20.] Noah worshiped God. Noah’s response to being
saved from God’s judgment was to worship. God saves us from His judgment when we trust in
Jesus. Salvation isn’t something we can earn; it is a gracious gift from God. Our right response is
worship.

© CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY | God rescued Noah and his family from the flood. The story of Noah points ahead to a
greater rescue. God’s Son, Jesus—the only perfectly righteous One—came to take the punishment for
our sin. By trusting in Him, we are saved from the punishment our sin deserves.

(Tip: Use Scripture and the guide provided to explain how to become a Christian. Make sure
kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

GROUP DISCUSSION

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

| sAY Can we earn God’s favor? Why or why not?

Prompt kids to recall how Noah received God’s favor. Noah was not sinless; he was declared
righteous because God chose to show him favor, and Noah responded in faith. Then God

declared Noah righteous. God gives us righteousness as a gift when we respond to Jesus in
faith.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Eph. 2:8-9.)

| SAY  1s God a God of judgment or a God of grace? Why do you think that?

Help kids recognize that God’s judgment does not come without love and grace. God clothed
Adam and Eve, and they did not die immediately. God placed a mark of protection on Cain.
God showed grace to Noah and his family. We see throughout the Bible that God is both
gracious and just.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 5:24.)

| SAY  What has God saved you from? How should you respond?

Remind kids that Noah was not spared from God’s judgment against sin because of anything
he had done but because of God’s grace alone. Noah’s right response was to completely
surrender to God. God wants us to totally surrender to Him. He is our loving and all-powerful
God. God has saved us from death and separation from Him. In Jesus, we have forgiveness
and life with God forever. We are right to respond with obedience and worship, living for Him
and His glory.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 12:1.)



